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The Maryland Alliance for the Poor (MAP) is a statewide network of
advocacy organizations, service providers, and faith communities working
together to advocate on behalf of Marylanders living in or near poverty.
MAP strongly recommends the need for more protective regulations to
ensure the health and safety of Maryland citizens during extreme weather
conditions.

On January 15, 2010, the Public Service Commission adopted
regulations prohibiting terminations during extreme temperatures
for a 72-hour forecast period. MAP supports these regulations.

Residential customers are at great risk when gas and electric service is
terminated during very hot or very colds days. In fact, people with health
conditions, young children and older Marylanders are especially vulnerable
to the extreme changes in weather.

The temperature this winter has already reached bone-chilling lows and
the poor economy has affected many households’ ability to pay
unexpected increases in utility costs. Therefore, MAP recommends
regulations which provide protection from service terminations when
temperatures are forecast to be extremely hot (95 degrees or above) or if
the cold forecast temperature is to be 32 degrees or below at any time
during the following 72 hours in that weather station. This regulation will
keep Marylanders safe and allow them time to seek public or private
assistance.



